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C O M M U N I T Y F U N D



Our Team



Webinar Agenda

• Sanctuary Community Fund Overview
• Priorities and Grant Cycles, and Funding 

Availability
• Eligibility
• How to Apply and Submission Materials
• C-STAAR Walk Through



Needs                             
• Coastal Resilience
• Barriers to Access
• Loss of Cultural 

Heritage

Solutions
• Community 

Engagement
• Scientific 

Advancement 
• Managed Spaces



The Funding Opportunity
People are the heart of sanctuaries

⚬ Conservation
⚬ Heritage
⚬ Stewardship
⚬ Restorat ion
⚬ Visitat ion
⚬ Recreation
⚬ Preservation of history
⚬ Celebrat ion of cultures



Timeline
• $1 million available 
• Funding will be 

distributed over 2 
cycles

• Future cycles (if 
available) will be 
leveraged by private 
investment

Round 1
Application 
Deadline: 
November 
13, 2024

Round 2
Application 
Deadline: 
December 19, 
2025

Possible future 
grants supported 
by Federal 
partners 
bolstered by 
private 
investment



Locat ions

• Chumash Heritage National Marine Sanctuary

• Lake Ontario National Marine Sanctuary

• Papahānaumokuākea National Marine 
Sanctuary



Object ives
• Add capacity to community groups advancing 

       conservation efforts in sanctuaries

• Increase awareness of the value of sanctuaries

• Create opportunities across sectors of the community to 
be ambassadors for the sanctuaries they care about

• Increase access to nature through sanctuaries

• Build trust and familiarity between sanctuaries and 
communities who are impacted the most by them



Priorit ies for Projects
• Engage fellow community groups and individuals to 

        build engagement in recently designated sites

• Led by Indigenous serving organizations that teach the 
       broader community about Indigenous peoples’ guardianship   
       and legacy with sanctuary waters

• Develop opportunities for people to volunteer, explore 
       science, or access and experience our sanctuaries 

• Raise awareness of the value of individual 
        sanctuaries as well as the entire system



Eligibility
Non-profit organization, Indigenous or 
Indigenous-serving organization, formal or 
informal education institution, and/or non-
federal government entity.

Must not have a paid staff member 
serving on the Foundation’s Board of 
Trustees

Not a federal government agency, 
a foreign entity/organization, or an 
individual.

Project work is conducted in the 
United States.

APPLY!



Letters of commitment from 
partner organizations are required 
if they have a role in completing 
the proposed project 

Letters of support from people or 
groups who advocate on behalf of 
your organization but do not have 
a role in completing the proposed 
project are optional



How to Apply
ht tps:/ /marinesanctuary.smart simple.com/  

https://marinesanctuary.smartsimple.com/


How To Use C-STAAR



Helpful Links
RFP
https:/ /marinesanctuary.org/sanctuary-community-fund/

Applicat ion Instruct ions
https:/ /scribehow.com/shared/Sanctuary_Community_Fund_Grant_Ap
plicat ion__6-JQDAYyQWy9EpwULpPbGw 

For Applicat ion Assistance/Troubleshooting
support@marinesanctuary.org
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Quest ions?

Check out FAQs on website and RFP

Reach out  to support@marinesanctuary.org

mailto:support@marinesanctuary.org


THANK YOU!
S A N C T U A R Y
C O M M U N I T Y F U N D
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